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Lincoln  Poetry 


Poets 
John  Drinkwater 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


DRIUKWATER,  John  (Lyric  interl-ode)  "In  that  Land  where  voyaging  the  pilgrim 

ABRAHAI^  LIIgCOLN  Mayflower  came  to  rest" 


..EAKLY  every  pe^onw.^^^^^^^^^ 
N  to  paper  has  made  a  poem 

^ould  take  many  numbers  l^^e 

quote  them  ey^^";/<^o  Captain!  My  Cap- 
?Vhitman's  heart-cry    O     P  ^  n. 

and    t°??^id  exalted  poetic  play, 
Tbe    sympathetic  ana  EngUshman 
"Abraham  Lincoln     m         ij^^rludes  of 

tribute: 

Once,  ^^'•'^rTl,^  misht  d";" 
J;  >>rff 'r'anSng  thought  of  me-, 
rJi.ake'TJne  the  name.  ag.» 

Of  liberty  and  law. 
•Wthen,  from.fiftyfamfss  years 
K  quiet  111-°- -:\7altic  hears, 

.n^dV-ifi^t^^^^^^ 
.So  the  uncounted  sprit  wakes 

makes         .  uttlp 
Portents   majestic    a  httle 

story  of  earth 
To     be     remembered  oy 
chance 

At  a  fireside.  /,  ./  , 


Drinkwater,  John 


Poems  of  the  American  Civil  War        "I  was  his  hodyguard" 


THE  BODYGUARD 

I  was  his  bodygu.ard'  -  The  theme 
Was  Id.ncoln,  in  a  little  shack 
Among  the  prairlsG  by  the  stream 
Of  the  Red  River  frozen  black. 
And  all  Dakota  frozen  hard, 
TOien  thus  -  'I  was  his  bodygiJiard. ' 


'One  of  the  chosen;  yes,  sir.'  Tall 
As  should  befit  so  proud  a  boastj 
Though  sometimes  bent,  jet  nov;  with  all 
His  height,  as  standing  at  his  post,- 
'Two  years  among  them,  till  the  end. 
Yes  -  te.  Lincoln  called  me  friend. ' 


Still  'Mr.  Lincoln'  was  the  name| 

'And  yet  I  failed  him  at  the  close  - 

I've  often  thought  myself  to  blame  - 

I  ?/as  off  duty  -  but  suppose 

I  still  had  guarded  him  that  night 

In  Washington  -  who  knows  -  X  might  .  .  . 


From  AMERICAJJ  VIGNETTES 

Poems  of  The  American  Civil  War 

By  John  Drinkwater 

Houghton  Mifflin  Company 
Boston,  1951 


Drinkwater,  John 


InmortallzlDg  Lincoln/"Onee  when  "bewilderment  possessed 


IMMORTALIZING  LINCOLN. 


JOnce,    ■when    bewilderment  pos- 
sessed 

A  people,  none  there  was  might 
draw 

,  To  fold  the  wandering  thoughts  of 
i  men, 

'  And  make,  as  one  the  names  again 
Of  liberty  and  law. 

And    then,    from   fifty  fameless 

years 

In  quiet  Illinois  was  sent 
A  word   that   still   the  Atlantic 
hears. 

And  Lincoln  was  lord  of  his  event. 

So  the  uncounted  spirit  wakes 
'  To  the  birth 
Of  uncounted  circumstance. 
And  time  in  a  generation  makes 
Portents  malestlc  a  little  story  of 
earth 

To  be  remembered  by  chance 
At  a  fireside 

But  the  ardours  they  bear. 

The  proud  and  invincible  motions 
of  character — 

These — ^these  abide. 

— From  "Abraham  Lincoln,"  a  play 
by  John  Drinkwater.  Copyrighted 
by  Houghton.  Mifflin  Company. 


From  THE  WORLD'S  LIIICOLN 

By  John  Drinkwater 


pages  9  &  10 


"In  North  Dakota  I  met  an  old  man,  physically  and 
mentallj'-  alert,  who  had  been  one  of  Lincoln's  bodyguard 
for  the  two  years  preceding  the  assassination  at  Ford's 
Theatre;  his  lifelong  regret  was  that  he  had  been  avray  on 
leave  on  the  fatal  evening,  when  vho  knows  but  v^hat  he 
night  have  given  a  different  turn  to  American  History." 


■    New  York 
The  Bowling  Green  Press 
1928 


